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Version 5.1 

Release notes 
Release Notes on Snow Distribution 5.1 

 

The release notes contain the following:  

 New in Snow Distribution 5.1  

 New Key Features in Snow Distribution 5.0  
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What’s New in Snow Distribution 5.1 

New features 
Support for Windows 7  

Snow Distribution now supports application distribution to Windows 7 based systems. 

Uninstalling using /U or /US 

Snow Distribution now supports uninstalling applications which are distributed by Snow Distribution. This new 

uninstall method is based on a local repository which is created during the distribution/installation process on 

the local computer. To prevent logging of an application script to the repository, the Distribution Administrator 

must use the option 'DontUseRepository'. 

An application is uninstalled by using the switch /U or /US. Ex: Snow32.exe appname /U. The /US switch 

uninstalls the application using the Snow Admin Service. 

Automatic uninstallation using the Snow Admin Service  

Snow Distribution records application access control with the 'MemberOf' keyword to the repository. The Snow 

Admin Service will routinely check each application's membership access and remove those applications the 

user no longer has access to. This means that an administrator can control a user's access to applications by 

group membership in domain or active directory groups. 

 

New functions 
Timer(<DateTime>, <milliseconds>) 

A timer function which returns true when timestamp + x milliseconds is greater than the present time. 

SendMail(<smtpserver>,<port>,<logonname>,<password>,<sender>,<recipients>,<subject>,<messa

ge>,[<attachment>]) 

Sends a mail using the specified smtp server and port. 

WMIGetSMBIOS() 

This function Returns BIOS version information. 

WMISelect(<WQL SELECT Query>,<property>) 

This function executes a WQL Select query and returns a single instance. 

 

Distribution Manager 
New look and feel and minor bug fixes. 

Templates and Snippets are now stored in the SnowDistribution database. If the database is not available, the 

local text files (as in the old versions) are used. 
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New key features in Snow Distribution 5.0 
Windows Vista User Account Control support 

Snow Distribution now supports application distribution to Windows Vista based systems with User Account 

Control (UAC). This requires that the Vista workstation has the Snow Admin Service installed and that the 

distribution scripts are configured to use it. 

When installing from Windows Installer packages (.msi files) or setup.exe files using MSI= or Setup=, the option 

called UseLocalInstall must be used together with the service option. Example: 

[Adobe] 

Options=Service UseLocalInstall 

msi="%packetdir%Adobe Reader 8.0\AcroRead.msi" 

 

For normal Snow Distribution scripts the service option is sufficient. When UAC is disabled, Snow Distribution 

behaves exactly like it did for previous versions of Windows. 

Code Snippets 

Code snippets are pieces of script code that are ready to be inserted in your application scripts in the Script 

Editor. These snippets increase your productivity by supporting the reuse of code. 

The Code Snippets commands are as follows: 

 insert snippet: ctrl+alt+i 

 save snippet as: ctrl+alt+s 

 

From the Code snippets manager: 

 type snippet name, then press ctrl+tab to insert snippet 

 

 


