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Preface 

Information and Proprietary Rights 

Further information about the company and our products may be obtained by calling tel. no. (+46) 8 545 475 30  or 
via Internet: http://www.snowsoftware.com. On our Web server you can find corrections, hints and possible 
additional tools free of charge. 

Snow Distribution is a result of many years of working experience with large and complex networks. Routines, 
batch files and executing code shall be regarded as the property of Snow Software AB. Illegal use or copying will be 
prosecuted. When purchasing Snow licenses, the customer will be granted the right to use Snow, limited to the 
number of users that the license covers. 
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Keyword Reference  

Before you start 

The Snow Administrator Manual is issued for those who administer Windows networks using Snow Distribution. 
This manual contains reference information on Snow Distribution keywords and functions. 

It is assumed that you have understood the terminology and the concept behind Snow Distribution. If you need any 
assistance in order to understand the concept or mode of operation, we refer to the Snow Distribution 
Administrators Guide regarding installation and configuration. 

It is also assumed that you have good knowledge of Microsoft Windows. 

All Message commands supports the \n and \ t identifiers, to format the output of the message dialog with a 
newline and a tab character.  

Snow.Ini Anatomy 

Snow.ini is the initialising file for Snow Distribution. This file provides all information about the application setup. 
Each application has its own section in this file. When Snow32.exe is started, a section name from snow.ini shall 
always follow as a parameter. 

This reference will provide thorough information on each single keyword in snow.ini. 

Snow.ini is built up in accordance with the standard INI-file conventions. This means: 

keyword=value 

Each keyword starts with a new line. A keyword is followed by an equal sign and a value. 

[section] 

Each application has its own section. One section may again depend on another section. You can read more about 
this under the keywords Depends and Update. 

; (semicolon) 

Comments start with a semicolon. 

Reading the Snow.ini File 

Snow always reads line by line in snow.ini. Snow.INI is by default read from the folder where Snow32.Exe (the Snow 
Distribution main application) is stored. The Include keyword allows multiple application databases to be 
connected. 

When Snow reads snow.ini, the keywords are always executed in the following order: 

application section [application] 

Optionally, Parent Section(s) 

SNOW section  [Snow] 
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Flowchart 

This flowchart describes the different processes in Snow Distribution, and the correlation between them. Each 
process is described in detail next. 

Figure 1 This is a general overview of the processes 

START

Is the Version OK?

Yes

No INSTALL

STARTUP

 

The START process initialises the Snow Distribution module, and makes the decision if the section should be 
installed or not, and then launches the startup section.
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Figure 2 This is the START process 
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Figure 2 This is the INSTALL process 
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Figure 4 This is the STARTUP process 
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Reference 

The following pages contain the reference guide for the Snow Distribution keywords.  
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Alternative 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Menu Keyword None 

Timing File Default 

Used during icon 
generation 

snow.ini and Includes - 

Alternative=<filename> 

Indicates an alternative file for the access to an application if the primary file is not found. This is used in case a 
pointer to a local application is needed, which does not exist on a local PC the first time. If the user has access to 
the alternative file, the application will be installed on local disk. Is used only together with SnowGrp32.exe 

Syntax 

<filename> 

Indicates a file that if it exists will display the application icon, and remove the icon if it does not. Long file names 
Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ ōȅ έέ 

Example 

Alternative=Q:\Office95\WinWord.EXE 

If Q:\Office95\WinWord.EXE exists, the icon will be displayed 

See also 

Run, FileCondition 
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Code 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional, used when 
logging 

Timing File Default 

After application 
terminates 

Snow.ini and Includes - 

Code=<app-code> 

Specifies a code that is used to identify the application being logged. 

This command depends on LogFile= and User=. 

Syntax 

<app-code> 

Specifies the application code that will be entered into the log when it terminates. 

Example 

Code=%ApCode()% 

This will use the section name as a code for the application in the log 

See also 

LogFile, Name, User 
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Company 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Required 

Timing File Default 

During startup Snow.ini and Includes - 

Company=<company-name> 

Specifies the company required to enable the serial number (SN=). 

See also 

SN 
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ComputerMemberOf 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Menu Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during menu 
generation 

Snow.ini and Includes - 

ComputerMemberof[#]=<domain/group> 

ComputerMemberof[#]=<CN=Group,Ou=,DC= > 

If the computer is member of one of the groups specified, the shortcut will be created. Also supports checking for 
membership in Active Directory Groups and OU's (Organizational Units), Will also check nested groups when using 
LDAP path, i.e. CN=Group,Ou=,DC= etc. 

See also 

ComputerMemberOf function. 
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Copy 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL Snow.ini and Includes - 

Copy[#]=<src-files> <dst-path> [/S][/C][/A][/N][/F][/L][/R][/D] 

Usually an installation process involves copying of many files. Normally you copy files to be stored in the Windows 
folder and, if needed, files that will be stored in the user's home folder. Snow has a powerful copying routine with 
the following syntax: 

Syntax 

[#] 

The Copy command can optionally be followed by a sequence number (remember to keep the sequence complete) 
to set up multiple copy commands. 

<src-files> 

Specifies source folder and file-name or file-ǎǇŜŎ όϝ ŀƴŘ Κ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘύΦ [ƻƴƎ ŦƛƭŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ ōȅ έέΦ 

<dst-path> 

Specifies the destination folder, i.e. where the files should be placed. If the destination folder specified is identical 
to the Fonts special folder (see ShellFolder()), any TTF files will be auto-registered as fonts. This does impact 
performance when copying large quantities of files, so please use this feature for TTF files only.  

/S  SUB copies all sub-directories 

/C  CHANGED copies only changed files 

/A ALL copies all files, regardless of whether similar 
files are being overwritten. 

/F  FLAT does not copy sub-directories. 

/N  NEW copies only newer files (date, hours). 

/R  OVERWRITE overwrites read only files. 

/L  LATE postpones copying until after restart of Windows. 

/X  Xreference establishes reference counting for the files copied. 

/V  Newer files only using version resource then date/time. 

This routine assumes that fileversion follow these rules: 

Version is handled in this order Major Version, Minor Version, Release, Build. For 
example 9.1.1.1 is higher than  1.9.9.9 , 9 , also version 1.41.1.1 is higher than 1.5.1.1. 

The version number must be seperated by . (dot) or , (comma) 

The version number can only be numeric. 

/D Preserves security permissions set for the files in the package. This means that the files 
copied to the clients will have the same security permissions as those in the package. 

/M  Makes a mirror copy of a folder and its subfolders. 
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By default, the complete folder structure will be copied, including empty ones. All attributes will be preserved. 
Snow will in default mode only copy files that are different in the source and destination. Snow can also copy open 
files. This can be particularly practical, e.g. in conjunction with printer drivers or other driver files. Open files that 
cannot be forced to close can be copied with the /L option. 

If only a single file without any wildchars is specified on the source line, the sub-folder tree is not copied. 

Example 

Copy=o:\snow\excel\windows\*.* c:\windows 

 

Note 

Copy now supports copying from an ftp or http server. See the paragraph called HTTP and FTP Support for further 
information. 
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CustomBitmap 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Optional keyword None 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL snow.ini and Includes - 

CustomBitmap=<filename> 

Specify <filename> of the bitmap you want to display instead of the Snow(R) logo. 

This keyword is enabled by the CustomBitmap Option. 

Syntax 

<filename> 

Specifies which bitmap file should be used instead of the Snow logo. The bitmap should be relatively small, and 
have a limited number of colours (a maximum of 256 is supported). This is to avoid compatibility problems 
between different display adapters, and to avoid transferring unnecessary amounts of data over the wire. Long file 
ƴŀƳŜǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƛƴ έέΦ 

Example 

CustomBitmap=%WindowsDir()%argyle.bmp 

This example will display the argyle.bmp bitmap instead of the Snow logo when installing the current application. 

See also 

Options=CustomBitmap 
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Del 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution 

Snow Menu 

Keyword Optional 

Timing  File Default 

Used during INSTALL snow.ini and Includes - 

Del[#]=<filespec> [/N][/E][/X][/F] 

This is a convenient way of deleting obsolete directories during installation or maintenance operations.  

Note: All files specified will be erased, including the entire tree below the path specified, including the root. If only 
a single file, without any wildchars are specified, the subdirectories are not searched. 

Syntax 

[#] 

The Del command can optionally be followed by a sequence number (remember to keep the sequence complete) 
to set up multiple commands. 

<filespec> 

Specifies the path and file(s) that should be deleted. Use wildcards to specify multiple files 

[/N] 

Indicates that the top folder specified should not be erased. 

[/E] 

Indicates that empty directories should not be erased. 

[/F] 

Indicates that no recursive search for files to delete should be performed (subdirectories is default). 

[/X] 

Uses reference counting to delete files. If the file in question is reference counted, it will not be deleted until a 
count of 0 has been reached. 

Example 

Del=%TEMP%\*.*  

This example will erase all the files in the folder specified in the TEMP environment variable, including the 
subdirectories and the folder itself. 

See also 

Copy, DelExcept 
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DelExcept 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Menu Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Before .LNYΩǎ ŀǊŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ Snow.ini and Includes - 

 DelExcept[#]=<DesktopObject\tŀǘƘҔμғǇŀǘƘҔ ғŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴмΧҔ 

Deletes all files on the desktop-object or the absolute path specified, except files that match the exception string. 
The exception string is a free text string. 

Syntax 

DelExcept#=<DesktopObject\Path>|<Path> <exception1....> 

Example 

DelExcept="Start Menu\*.*" \Programs 
 

This example will remove everything except the files below the Programs folder from the Start Menu 

See also 

Del 
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Depends 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL snow.ini and Includes - 

Depends[#]=<section> 

An application often depends on the fulfilment of certain conditions. As an example, an installation of a 
client/servant application may depend on Oracle SQL*Net being installed. In this case you can use Depends=, which 
points to another section in snow.ini that installs and starts SQL*NET. In this manner you ensure that the Depends 
section always has been executed before start-up of the main application. There are no limitations to the number 
of Depends, and you may have sections that depend on sections that again depend on a third section, etc. You can 
also use Depends in order to separate the installation between PC and user, so that you obtain an independent 
relationship between the actual PC and the network user. This typically applies when the applications are stored on 
the server, while Windows is stored locally. 

Syntax 
[#] 

The Depends command can optionally be followed by a sequence number (remember to keep the sequence 
complete) to set up multiple commands. 

<section> 

Enter the section name that the current application depends upon. The dependent section(s) will be executed 
before the current one is finished. 

Example 

[Excel5-M] 

Name=Microsoft Excel 5.0, machine dep.  

Version=25049611 

Run=m:\excel5-n\excel.exe 

Dir=p:\DOC 

Ini=excel5\machine\*.ini 

Reg=excel5\machine\*.reg 

Depends=Excel5-U 

Copy=o:\snow\excel5\windows\*.* %WindowsDir()% 

[Excel5-U] 

Name=Microsoft Excel 5.0, user dependent 

Version=2504961 

VersionFile=p:\setup\version.ini 

Ini=excel5\user\*.ini 

Reg=excel5\user\*.reg 

Copy=o:\snow\excel5\user\setup\*.* p: \setup 

Copy1=o:\snow\excel5\user\doc\*.* p: \doc 

The above command depends on the existence of a section with the same name as the name following Depends=. 
See also 
Update 
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Dir 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during STARTUP snow.ini and Includes - 

Dir=<path> 

This keyword specifies the current folder when starting applications from Run, Load, Setup, Init and PostExec. 

Syntax 

<path> 

Specify an existing folder to where Snow will move before executing any files. 

Example 

Dir=C:\Windows 

In this example, the default folder will be set to C:\Windows before any applications will be run. 

See also 

Run, Load, Setup, Init, PostExec 
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Diskspace 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL Snow.ini - 

5ƛǎƪ{ǇŀŎŜҐғȄΥōōōōҔ ώғȄΥōōōōҔΧϐ 

This keyword is used to test for necessary diskspace prior to copying files. All dependent sections will be added up 
before testing. 

Syntax 

x:bbbb 

Specify drive letter (x) followed by : and the number of KB required to allow installation. Multiple drives and 
requirements can be entered. 

Example 

Diskspace=C:15000 D:15000 P:25000 

To allow installation of the application, there must be approx. 15mb available on C:, 15 mb on D: and 25mb on P: 
Otherwise the DiskSpaceError message will be displayed. 

See also 

DiskSpaceError 
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DiskSpaceError 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL Snow.ini and Includes Not enough disk space on 
drive 

DiskSpaceError=<message>[\ req][\miss][\dsk] 

This message is displayed if there is not enough disk space to perform the copy operation. It will only be used if a 
DiskSpace keyword exists. 

Syntax 

<message> 

Free text message, optionally containing the macros \ req, \miss and \dsk, which will be replaced by the total 
required number of bytes, the number of bytes missing on the drive, and the drive in question, accordingly. 

Example 

DiskSpaceError=Not enough disk space on drive 

The drive letter will automatically be appended to the string, and so will the required amount of free space on the 
drive. 

See also 

DiskSpace 
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Download 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL Snow.ini and Includes - 

Download[#]=<url> [<path to download folder>] 

Dowload files to an optional folder, if folder not specified the TEMP folder is used. If  specified folder does not exist 
it will be created. Download supports both ftp and http. Url must be preceded with ftp:// or http://. 

Example 

Download=http://www.snow.no/attachments/snow35.zip c:\snow35 

This command will download the file called snow35.zip from the Snow website to a local folder. 

See also 

Upload, Proxy, Proxyport 
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FileCondition 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Menu Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

During link creation snow.ini and Includes - 

FileCondition[#]=<condition> 

Defines alternative rules for displaying or not displaying the icon. Run and Alternative will not be evaluated if 
FileCondition is used. 

Syntax 

<condition> 

Specify any function that returns TRUE or FALSE  

[#] 

If multiple file conditions exists, they must all evaluate to TRUE for the icon to be visible. 

Example 

FileCondition=%FileExists(C:\CONFIG.SYS)% 

CƛƭŜ/ƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴмҐ҈/ƻƳǇŀǊŜό҈DŜǘwŜƎόΧΣbƻǘƘƛƴƎύ҈Ґмύ҈ 

This example will display the icon if C:\/hbCLDΦ{¸{ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Χ ƪŜȅ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ мΣ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴǾƛǎƛōƭŜΦ 

See also 

Run, Alternative 
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Flush 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Menu Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Before .lnk's are generated Snow.ini and Includes - 

Flush[#]=<path> [/N] 

Specify the path to delete files from. The procedure will be performed just before .lnk files are generated, every 
time the value of the FlushRate keyword changes. 

Syntax 

[#] 

The Flush command can optionally be followed by a sequence number (remember to keep the sequence complete) 
to set up multiple commands. 

<path> 

Enter the path name (enclosed in "" if it's a long file name) of the menu that you want to be flushed (relative 
naming is allowed). The root folder specified will also be erased. Only files covered by the Mask keyword will be 
erased, and directories will not be removed unless empty. 

[/N] 

!ǾƻƛŘǎ ŜǊŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻƻǘ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŜƳǇǘȅ όƛŦ CƭǳǎƘ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŜǊŀǎŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǘƘŀn the ones forming 
the Start Button). 

 

The relative naming is based on the registry key 

HKEY_CURRENT_USER\ Software\ Microsoft\ Windows\ CurrentVersion\ Explorer\ Shell Folders 

So any key specified here can be entered as a relative path. The following examples are mostly used: 

Desktop 

Start Menu 

Programs 

Example 

Flush="Start Menu\Network" 

See also 

FlushRate 
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FlushRate 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Menu Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Before .lnk's are created snow.ini and Includes - 

FlushRate=<interval> 

Specifies how often the Flush path's are flushed. 

Syntax 

<interval> 

Specify any function that changes with an interval, e.g., %Day()%, %Week()%, %Month()% and %Year()%. When the 
function changes value, the menu(s) specified in the Flush keyword, will be erased. 

Example 

FlushRate=%Date()% 

This example will flush the menu each day. 

See also 

Flush 
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GaugeMax 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL Snow.ini and Includes - 

GaugeMax=<events> 

Sets the number of events supported by the gauge. The gauge will not wrap if this number is exceeded. 

Typically, you will enter a rather large number (e.g., 1000 or 10000) here, and then see how many % of the gauge is 
used, and then reduce the number accordingly. 

The gaugemax keyword is used to avoid time and bandwidth consuming estimation when installing an application. 

Syntax 

<events> 

Enter a decimal number from 1 to 2 billion indicating the number of internal events. 

Example 

GaugeMax=500 

This enables the gauge to use 500 events to move from 0% to 100%. 
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Group 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Menu Keyword Required 

Timing File Default 

Used during menu 
generation 

Snow.ini and Includes - 

Group[#]=<desktopobject\name> [<iconfile> [<icon#> [<startupmode>]]] 

This keyword is used to specify the name/location and other properties of the icon. 

Syntax 

<desktopobject\name.lnk> 

Enter the file and path name (enclosed in "" if it's a long file name) of the icon  

Relative naming is based on the registry key 

HKEY_CURRENT_USER\ Software\ Microsoft\ Windows\ CurrentVersion\ Explorer\ Shell Folders 

So any key specified here can be entered as a relative path. The following examples are mostly used: 

Desktop 

Start Menu 

Programs 

<iconfile> 

Full path and filename of any Windows binary file containing an icon. 

<icon#> 

The number of the icon in the Windows binary file (0-based). 

<startupmode> 

Startupmode may be 0, 3 or 7 for Normal, Maximised and Minimised, respectively. 

Example 

Group="Start Menu\Network\Excel" 

This generates an icon called Excel in the Network fly-out menu on the Start button. 

Group="Start Menu\Network\Excel" %WindowsDir()%moricons.dll 47 

This generates an icon called Excel in the Network fly-out menu on the Start button, and uses icon number 47 from 
moricons.dll in the Windows folder instead of the standard Excel icon. 

See also 

Run, Alternative, Icon 
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Icon 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Menu Keyword Required 

Timing File Default 

Used during menu 
generation 

Snow.ini and Includes - 

Icon[#]=<desktopobject\name> [<iconfile> [<icon#> [<startupmode>]]] 

This keyword works just like Group but will create shortcuts with the application executable as command rather 
than snow32.exe. This means that you can control all your shortcuts with Snow Menu, not only Snow Distribution 
packages. 

See documentation on the Group keyword for instructions on how to use this keyword. 
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Include 

Module Type Requirements 

All Keyword Optional. Must be in the 
[Snow] section. 

Timing File Default 

Used when reading ini files snow.ini, snowprn.ini and 
snowpdrv.ini 

- 

Include[#]=<path\ filespec> 

This keyword points to other snow.ini files. During handling, the files that the keyword points to, will be merged in 
memory with the existing snow.ini. You can include on several levels (merge file into merged file, etc.), and you 
have the possibility to specify several files for merging on the same level. The Include keyword must be located in 
the Snow section in snow.ini. 

You may not use %variables on the Include command. Some functions will work, but others, such as ApCode and 
VersionOK will fail. 

Syntax 

[#] 

The Include command can optionally be followed by a sequence number (remember to keep the sequence 
complete) to set up multiple commands. 

<path\ filepsec> 

Enter the file and path name (enclosed in "" if it's a long file name) of the file you want to merge. The filespec may 
contain wildcards (*,?). 

If any ZIP files are specified, all files within the archive will be merged. 

Example 

Include=o:\snow\snwmain.ini 

Note 

Include now (version 3.6) supports including files residing on an ftp or http server. See the paragraph called HTTP 
and FTP Support for further information. 
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Init 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during STARTUP snow.ini and Includes - 

Init[#]=<filename> [<parameters>] 

The Init command is used to specify an external command that must be completed before the application is 
started. 

Syntax 

[#] 

The Init command can optionally be followed by a sequence number (remember to keep the sequence complete) 
to set up multiple commands. 

<filename> <parameters> 

Specify a filename (enclosed in "" if it is a long file name) and optional parameters. 

Example 

Init=C:\Dos\Command.Com /C C:\CheckUp.Bat 

This example will execute the CheckUp.Bat file on C:\  using COMMAND.COM and wait for it to terminate before 
continuing. 

See also 

Run, InitMessage, Setup 
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InitMessage 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during STARTUP snow.ini and Includes - 

InitMessage[#]=<freetext> 

InitMessage= will show a message box on the screen, showing the contents given after the equation sign. The 
program will continue when the user confirms the message by pressing the OK button. 

Syntax 

[#] 

The InitMessage command can optionally be followed by a sequence number (remember to keep the sequence 
complete) to set up multiple commands. 

<freetext> 

Specify a free text message that will be displayed to the user before execution of the Run command. The message 
box is of type Informational (with an "i" in it) with an OK button. 

Example 

InitMessage=Remember to process incoming documents... 

See also 

Run, Init, SetupMessage 
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Ini 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL snow.ini and Includes - 

Ini[#]=<path\ filespec> [<destination-path>] 

A program installation often changes INI files. This is done in Snow by creating INI files with names identical to the 
original files. This could be the entire INI file or parts of the file. When using the keyword Ini=excel\ *.ini, all INI files 
stored in the \snow\excel folder will be created or merged with existing files. In these files, string variables and 
functions of all types can be used, and Snow will format these to the existing value. If you wish to change files in a 
folder other than the existing Windows folder, you can include path parameters in the command. 

All Ini-files are merged with the destination file if it exists. To overwrite files, use the Copy command. 

Syntax 

[#] 

The Ini command can optionally be followed by a sequence number (remember to keep the sequence complete) to 
set up multiple commands. 

<path\ filespec> 

Specify the path and filename or filespec (using * and ?) of the source ini files. They will be merged to the Windows 
folder unless a destination is specified. 

[<destination-path>] 

is optional, and used to specify another destination path than the Windows folder. 

Erasing 
Inside .INI files that you merge with this command, you can use a hyphen ('-') before keys or section to erase it, 
e.g.: 

[Boot] 

-"Default"= 

 

-[Boot] 

In these examples, the first one will erase the "Default" key, no matter what value it has. Remember to include the 
equal sign ('=').  

The second one will erase the section Boot, including all branches and values. 

Example 

Ini=excel\ *.ini p:\ inifiles 

This example will merge all files in the 'excel' folder (below the folder where Snow32.Exe is located) to the 
P:\ IniFiles folder. 

Note 

Ini now (version 3.6) supports merging from .ini files residing on an ftp or http server. See the paragraph called 
HTTP and FTP Support for further information. 

See also 

Reg 
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InstallMessage 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL Snow.ini and Includes - 

InstallMessage[#]=<freetext> 

Displays a message to the user, prior to ANY other installation keywords are performed, including SetupMessage, 
which is connected with the Setup keyword. 

Example 

InstallMessage=Please wait, MSOffice is being installed 

See also 

SetupMessage, InitMessage 
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Load 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during STARTUP Snow.ini and Includes - 

Load[#]=<filename> [<parameters>] 

If you wish to load an application prior to a main application, you can use Load=application. Snow will continue the 
start-up of the main application immediately after the front application has been started. 

Syntax 

[#] 

The Load command can optionally be followed by a sequence number (remember to keep the sequence complete) 
to set up multiple commands. 

<filename> [<parameters>] 

Specify the filename and optionally the parameters of the program you want to load. The execution will continue in 
parallel with the program being loaded. 

Example 

Load=O:\SQLNET\OraWin\Bin\Anything.Exe 

This example will load the Anything.Exe file and continue with the next command while the OS is loading the file. 

See also 

Init, Setup 
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LogFile 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used when application 
terminates 

Snow.ini and Includes - 

LogFile=<filename> 

The LogFile command is used to specify a filename in which a start and stop time of an application is logged. 

This command depends on User and Code to log the correct values. 

Syntax 

<filename> 

Specify a full path to a file where the user has read/write rights. 

Example 

LogFile=O:\Snow\Logs\Appls.LOG 

This command will log all start/stop events of the current application to the Appls.Log file. 

See also 

User, Code 
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LogFormat 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword None 

Timing File Default 

Used when Logging Snow.ini and Includes - 

LogFormat=<format> 

Specifies the format of the entry that will be generated in the log file when logging is enabled. (Time format is 
acquired from Windows) 

Default 

LogFormat=%0:s, %1:s, %2:s, %3:s, %4:s 

%0:s is Description 

%1:s is User 

%2:s is Application 

%3:s is StartTime 

%4:s is StopTime 

Example 

LogFormat=%3:s;%4:s;%1:s;%2:s 

This example will result in a log entry like this: 

 10:05;17:03;AARDAL;EXCEL 

See also 

LogFile, User, Code 
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Map 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during STARTUP Snow.ini and Includes - 

Map[#]=<local> <remote> [/U] [/S] 

This command maps a local device to a remote share. If the user is not logged on the server serving the share, a 
login dialog appears. 

Syntax 

[#] 

The Map command can optionally be followed by a sequence number (remember to keep the sequence complete) 
to set up multiple commands. 

<local> 

Specify the local device name (e.g. F: or LPT1:) or NONE if no device is required. 

<remote> 

Specify a qualified UNC name supported by any installed network provider. 

[/U] 

5ƛǎŎƻƴƴŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ғƭƻŎŀƭҔ ŘŜǾƛŎŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘΦ ¦ǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜ-mapping a device. 

[/S] 

Silent disconnect when reconnection a drive. Will not do anything if the drive is already mapped to the same UNC. 

 

Example 

Map=x: \ \ server1\c$ /U 
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Mask 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Menu Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

.ŜŦƻǊŜ Φ[bYΩǎ ŀǊŜ 

created 

Snow.ini and Includes - 

Mask=<File Mask> 

 

The Mask keyword is used by the Flush keyword in SnowGrp32 (Snow Menu). It defaults to 

*.lnk, but if you enter *.*, EVERYTHING will be deleted beneath the root. Empty directories 

will also be deleted. Note that this keyword can only be used inside the special section called 

Snow Menu. 

 

Syntax 

Mask=<File Mask> 

 

Example 

Mask=*.* 

 

See also 

Flush 
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MemberOf 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Menu Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during menu 
generation 

Snow.ini and Includes - 

Memberof[#]=<domain/group> 

Memberof[#]=<CN=Group,Ou=,DC= > 

If the logged on user is member of one of the groups specified he will get the icon. 

Also supports checking for membership in Active Directory Groups and OU's (Organizational Units),  

Will also check nested groups when using LDAP path, i.e. CN=Group,Ou=,DC= etc. 

Note 

Same as using FileCondition=%memberof(<domain/group>)%. 

MemberOf requires DSCLIENT.EXE on Win9x, Win ME and NT. This is a redistributable patch available from 
Microsoft. 

See also 

MemberOf function. 
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MkDir 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL Snow.ini and Includes - 

MkDir[#]=<path> 

This command creates folder structures. All directories from the root down will be created, if they don't exists. 

Syntax 

[#] 

The MkDir command can optionally be followed by a sequence number (remember to keep the sequence 
complete) to set up multiple commands. 

<path> 

Specify the full path (in "" if it's a long file name) of the folder you want to create. All higher level directories will be 
created. 

Example 

MkDir=p:\doc\excel 

This command will create first p:\doc then p:\doc\excel. 

Note 

In file copy operations, subdirectories are automatically created. 
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Move 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL Snow.ini and Includes - 

Move[#]=<source> <destination> [/R] 

 

This command will move file(s) or a folder (including its children) either in the same folder or across folders. 

Syntax 

[#] 

The Move command can optionally be followed by a sequence number (remember to keep the sequence 
complete) to set up multiple commands. 

<source> 

Specify what you want to move, either files or directories. 

<destination> 

Where you want to move the files.  

 

/R - overwrites the destination file if it exists. 

Example 

Move=c:\*.doc c:\mydocs 

  

Note 

Moving files across volumes only supported on Windows NT and 2000. 
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Msi 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL Snow.ini and Includes - 

Msi[#]=<path to msi file> [/A] [/U] 

This command installs an application through a Windows Installer package. The application must have a valid .msi 
file. 

Syntax 

[#] 

The Msi command can optionally be followed by a sequence number (remember to keep the sequence complete) 
to set up multiple commands. 

<path to msi file> 

Specify the full path (in "" if it's a long file name) to the  msi file of the application that you want to install. 

[/A] 

Advertises the application as opposed to full installation. This means that only the application icons will be created 
on the workstation. The full installation will occur when the user initiates it by clicking on one of the icons. 

[/U] 

Uninstalls the application. 

Example 

Msi=d:\Office\data1.msi  

¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ hŦŦƛŎŜ нллл ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜǊΩǎ ǿƻǊƪǎǘŀǘƛƻƴΦ 

 

Note 

Msi supports installing from an ftp or http server. See the paragraph called HTTP and FTP Support for further 
information. 

 

See also 

Mst 
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MsiOptions 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL Snow.ini and Includes - 

MsiOptions=[SuppressReboot|ForceReboot|DefaultReboot] 

SuppressReboot  

Suppresses prompts for a reboot at the end of the installation. 

 

ForceReboot  

Always prompts for a reboot at the end of the installation. 

 

DefaultReboot  

The MSI package decides how reboot should be handeled. 

 

Default behaviour if no MsiOptions is to suppress all prompts for reboots during the installation  initiated by 
ForceReboot and all prompts at end of the installation. 

 

Example 

MsiOptions=ForceReboot  

This command will force a reboot of the system at the end of the MSI installation. 

See also 

Msi, Mst 
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Mst 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL Snow.ini and Includes - 

Mst=<path to mst file>;<path to mst file2>.... 

Optionally apply transforms to an MSI package 

Syntax 

<path to mst file> 

Specify the full path (in "" if it's a long file name) to the  mst file of the application that you want to install. 

Example 

Mst=r:\msi\office2000.mst 

This command will apply an Office 2000 transforms to the Office 2000 Msi package. 

See also 

Msi 
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Name 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL Snow.ini and Includes - 

Name=<freetext> 

Name= is a free text which appears at the bottom of the window shown by Snow during program installation. 
Typically the text after the name= field will be information to the end user, e.g. Starting Microsoft Excel 5.0. 

Syntax 

<freetext> 

Specify text of your choice, which describes the application to the end user. This will be used in dialogs. 

Example 

Name=Microsoft Excel 8.0 

In dialogs, this text will be presented to the user. 
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NotFoundMsg 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during STARTUP Snow.ini and Includes - 

NotFoundMsg=<freetext> 

When an end user double-clicks on an icon/shortcut and does not have reading access to the program file in 
question (indicated by Run= in snow.ini), the default message 'You don't have access to <application>' will appear. 
This message may be overridden by NotFoundMsg=new message. 

Syntax 

<freetext> 

Enter a descriptive text to be displayed to the user when he can't access the applications (when the Run or 
Alternative files don't exist). 

Example 

NotFoundMsg=You don't have access to Excel. Contact IS for ordering! 

If the user doesn't have access to the files specified on either Run or Alternative, this message will be displayed, 
and the distribution will be terminated. 

See also 

Run, Alternative 
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Options=AltDepends 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Option None 

Timing File Default 

Used always Snow.ini and Includes - 

 

This option bypasses diǎƪǎǇŀŎŜ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƘŀƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ψ5ŜǇŜƴŘǎΩ ƪŜȅǿƻǊŘΣ ǘƘǳǎ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘƛƴƎ 
ǇǊŜƳŀǘǳǊŜ ǇŀǊǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ǘƻ Ψ5ŜǇŜƴŘǎΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜƴǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǊǎƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƛƳŜŘ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƛƴ ŀ 
dependency chain. 

 

Example 

Options=AltDepends 

See also 

Depends 
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Options=CustomBitmap 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Option None 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL Snow.ini and Includes - 

This option enables the CustomBitmap keyword. 

Example 

Options=CustomBitmap 

This line enables processing of the following line: 

CustomBitmap=%WindowsDir()%agyle.bmp 

Specify a file-name containing a small bitmap. This bitmap will be displayed instead of the Snow logo. The © and 
licensee information will still be displayed. 

See also 

CustomBitmap 
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Options=Debug 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL snow.ini and Includes - 

This option enables the debugging window of Snow Distribution. Many important actions are logged here, to make 
it easier to debug an application definition during installation. 

To terminate Snow, close the debug window. 
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Options=DoNotLogToRip 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL snow.ini and Includes - 

Turns off logging to rip file. 
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Options=DoNotRestart 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL snow.ini and Includes - 

Ignores the flag set by the COPY /L and %ForceRestart()% functions, resulting in no restart. The changes will be 
carried out on the next ordinary restart. 
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Options=DontRunDepends 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Option None 

Timing File Default 

When running dependent 
sections 

snow.ini and Includes - 

When running dependent sections, whatever is at the 'Run' line will be ignored if the dependent section contains 
this option. This is to avoid running the same application multiple times, for example, where a specific database 
depends on the database front end, and the front end appears as a separate application. 

Example 

[HR] 

Run=O:\HR\HR.MDB 

Depends=Access 

 

[Access] 

Run=O:\ACCESS\MSACCESS.EXE 

Copy=... 

 

In this example both the O:\ACCESS\MSACCESS.EXE and the O:\HR\HR.MDB commands will be executed, unless 
you enter Options=DontRunDepends in the Access section. 

See also 

Depends, Run, Update 
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Options=DontSelfDestruct 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow 
Distribution/Runner32 

Option None 

Timing File Default 

When Runner32 is running snow.ini and Includes - 

Disables the self-destruct feature of Runner32. 

Normally, Runner32 will terminate after 300 seconds of inactivity. 
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Options=DontUseRepository 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Option None 

Timing File Default 

Used during install snow.ini and Includes - 

Prevents logging of an application script to the repository. 
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Options=HideGauge 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Option None 

Timing File Default 

During INSTALL snow.ini and Includes - 

Hides the gauge in the Snow Splash screen. 

Example 

Options=HideGauge 

Hides the gauge showint the install progress.  

See also 

Options=HideLabels 

CustomBitmap 
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Options=HideLabels 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Option None 

Timing File Default 

During INSTALL snow.ini and Includes - 

Hideǎ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ !ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƴŀƳŜ ƭŀōŜƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƭŀǎƘ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƭŀōŜƭ όǿƘŀǘΩǎ 
happening right now) is hidden. 

¦ǎŜ ǿƛǘƘ /ǳǎǘƻƳ.ƛǘƳŀǇ ǘƻ ΨŎƭŜŀƴ ǳǇΩ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŎǳǎǘƻƳ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

Example 

Options=HideLabels 

See also 

CustomBitmap 
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Options=LogInstallation 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Option None 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL snow.ini and Includes - 

This option enables logging of installation start and installation success of the script it belongs to.  

Note 

The Snow Distribution Core service must be installed, and configured to connect to the SnowDistribution database 
ŦƻǊ ƭƻƎƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻŎŎǳǊΦ {ŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨLƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ [ƻƎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƴƻǿ 5ƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊǎ DǳƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ 
more information. 
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Options=NoEmptyVersion 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Option None 

Timing File Default 

Used after INSTALL snow.ini and Includes - 

This option disables writing of empty version lines to the VersionFile. 

See also 

Version 
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Options=NoSectionCheck 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Option None 

Timing File Default 

Used during startup snow.ini and Includes - 

5ƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ {ƴƻǿон ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘ ƭƛƴŜ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΦ LŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƛǎƴΩǘ 
ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘΣ ƴƻ ŜǊǊƻǊ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƛŦ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŜȄƛǎǘΦ 
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Options=PlatformNT 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Option None 

Timing File Default 

Used when evaluating OS snow.ini and Includes - 

If this option is specified %Os()% will return NT on Windows 2000, If not it will return W2K. 
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Options=ProcessTree 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Option Windows 2000 

Timing File Default 

Used with Setup keyword snow.ini and Includes - 

If this option is specified the Setup keyword will enable Snow to wait for multiple processes to finish before 
continuing with the script. Only for Windows 2000 and Windows XP. 
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Options=RegVersion 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Option None 

Timing File Default 

At the end of each section snow.ini and Includes - 

Stores the VersionFile in the registry under 

HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\Software\Snow 
Software\VersionFile\<Driver\Path\VersionFile>\<section>\<application> 

Use VersionFile as normal to specify the file name in question. Use VersionFile=%UserName()% to store user 
versionfiles. Remember that the registry files will NOT follow the user in the network, as they are stored in 
HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE. 

See also 

VersionFile 
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Options=SectionRestart 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Option None 

Timing File Default 

At the end of each section snow.ini and Includes - 

Enables restarting (due to /L option on Copy, or %ForceRestart) after each section, instead of when all sections 
have finished. 

Example 

[S1] 

Depends=S2 

: 

 

[S2] 

Options=SectionRestart 

: 

In this example, Snow32 will restart the computer when the section S2 has finished (but only if a restart has been 
flagged during the installation process, of course). 

Otherwise, Windows would not restart until just before the Run keyword on the S1 section was about to be 
executed. 
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Options=SelfDestruct 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow 
Distribution/Runner32 

Option None 

Timing File Default 

When Runner32 is running snow.ini and Includes - 

Re-enables the self-destruct feature of Runner32 after it has been disabled. This option has no effect unless the 
DontSelfDestruct keyword has been entered before. 

See also 

Options=DontSelfDestruct 
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Options=SeparateVDM 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during STARTUP snow.ini and Includes - 

Enables running of 16-bit applications in a separate NT VDM. 
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Options=Service 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL snow.ini and Includes - 

Runs the current section from the Snow Admin Service instead of the current process. This allows installation of 
services, and with elevated rights. Se the opening chapter of Snow Admin Service for further information. 

Please remember that no interactive keywords (such as InitMessage and SetupMessage) should be used when the 
section is designated as a service section. This will perform the interactive keywords twice: once under the user 
process environment, and once under the system ǳǎŜǊ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ōŜ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜǊ 
if it's running on a terminal server. Also, the process will never return. 
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Options=ShowIcon 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Option None 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL snow.ini and Includes - 

When this option is specified, the icon of the application specified on the Run or Alternative lines will be displayed 
instead of the Snow(R) logo or the CustomBitmap setting. In addition, the Name= keyword value will be displayed 
below the icon. 

See also 

Options=CustomBitmap 
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Options=SilentRestart 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Option None 

Timing File Default 

Just before RUN snow.ini and Includes - 

This option disables the warning message box that usually appears before a system restart is initiated, either by the 
/L option on the Copy keyword, or by using the %ForceRestart()% function. 
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Options=UseCreationDate 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Option None 

Timing File Default 

Copy snow.ini and Includes - 

Will use the Creation Date and Time for comparing files when copying with the /N parameter. 
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Options=UseLastAccessDate 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Option None 

Timing File Default 

Copy snow.ini and Includes - 

Will use the Last Access Date and Time for comparing files when copying with the /N parameter. 
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Options=UseLastWriteDate 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Option None 

Timing File Default 

Copy snow.ini and Includes - 

Will use the Last Write Date and Time for comparing files when copying with the /N parameter (this is default). 
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Options=UseLocalInstall 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Option None 

Timing File Default 

Copy snow.ini and Includes - 

Used by the Snow Admin Service, tƘƛǎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻǇȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǘǳǇ ŦƛƭŜǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ΨaǎƛΩΣ ΨaǎǘΩ ŀƴŘ Ψ{ŜǘǳǇΩ 
keywords to the client before the service launches the script. Use this option when installing Windows Installer 
packages ƻƴ ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Ψ{ŜǊǾƛŎŜΩ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
work. 

See also 

Options=UsePolicy, Options=Service, MSI 
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Options=UsePolicy 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Option None 

Timing File Default 

Copy snow.ini and Includes - 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǎŜǘǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ƭǿŀȅǎLƴǎǘŀƭƭ9ƭŜǾŀǘŜŘΩ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ƴƻǿ ǎŎǊƛǇǘΦ ¦ǎŜ 
this option when inǎǘŀƭƭƛƴƎ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ LƴǎǘŀƭƭŜǊ ǇŀŎƪŀƎŜǎ ƻƴ ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Ψ{ŜǊǾƛŎŜΩ 
option must also be present for this option to work. Note that the Windows Installer package must support this 
policy for this option to work. For packages that ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΣ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ Ψ¦ǎŜ[ƻŎŀƭLƴǎǘŀƭƭΩΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ 
note that this option requires that the script is divided into two sections linked with the 'Update' keyword. The 
parent section must contain the options and the Update section must contain the 'Msi' keyword. See the example 
below. 
 
Example:  
 
[Office]  
Options=Service UsePolicy 
Update=Office_Service 
 
[Office_Service] 
Msi=p:\snow\office\proplus.msi 

See also 

Options=UseLocalInstall, Options=Service, MSI 
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Options=WaitDefault 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Option None 

Timing File Default 

Init, Setup snow.ini and Includes - 

Applications launched from Init or Setup will be launched in their default state (determined by application), as 
opposed to default behaviour, which is the same state as the Snow32.Exe file is launched. 
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Options=WaitMinimized 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Option None 

Timing File Default 

Init, Setup snow.ini and Includes - 

Applications launched from Init and Setup will be launched in a minimised state. 
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Parent 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Always Snow.ini and Includes - 

Parent=<section> 

Used for evaluating variables from another section, this keyword gives you the possibility to create a hierarchy in 
your database.  

Variables (%% values) are resolved with  

OS Environment 

Own section 

tŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ όŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘΧύ 

Snow section 

Example 

[Office_variables] 

Source=s:\Office200\  

 

[Word] 

version=1 

Parent=Office_variables 

Copy=%source%\word\snow\ files\*.* c:\  

Run=%source%\word\winword.exe 

 

[Excel] 

version=1 

Parent=Office_variables 

Copy=%source%\Excel\snow\ files\*.* c:\  

Run=%source%\Excel\Excel.exe 

See also 

GetVar() 
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Password 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Always Snow.ini and Includes - 

Password=<encrypted password> 

Snow Distribution supports compression of included Snow.ini files in the Zip compression format. This is 
convenient for security purposes. By zipping the .ini files with a password, the administrator can prevent others 
from reading the Snow database. The password used to secure the zipped files can be encrypted using the Snow 
Distribution Manager 4.5. This encrypted password should then be placed in the [snow] section of the main 
{ƴƻǿΦƛƴƛ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ΨtŀǎǎǿƻǊŘҐΩ ƪŜȅǿƻǊŘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜƴǎǳǊŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ {ƴƻǿ 5ƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ Ŏan read the zipped include 
files. 
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PostExec 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used after application 
terminates 

Snow.ini and Includes - 

PostExec=<filename> [<parameters>] 

On many occasions, you may wish to start a program when the application is terminated. You can set up the option 
PostExec= with path and name to the program you wish to run. 

PostExec relies on the Runner32.Exe file being present in the folder where Snow32.Exe is located. Otherwise, the 
PostExec function will fail with an error message. 

Syntax 

<filename> [<parameters>] 

Specify the full path and filename of the command you wish to run. Optional parameters can be specified on the 
command line. 

Example 

PostExec=o:\snow\batch\clean.bat 

This command will execute the Clean.Bat file after the current application is terminated. 
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Proxy 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL Snow.ini and Includes - 

Proxy=<proxy server> 

Used in conjunction with Download or Upload to specify a proxyserver if necessary. 

Example 

Proxy=123.123.123.123 

See also 

Upload, Download, Proxyport 

 



Snow Distribution 5.1   86 

 Copyright © 2009 Snow Software AB Page 86 Snow Distribution 5.1 

 

Properties 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used with MSI Snow.ini and Includes - 

Properties=<Property=Setting> <Property=Setting> .... 

This keyword adds support for MSI (Microsoft Installer) properties 

Example 

Properties=REMOVE=ALL  

See also 

MSI, MST 

 

Note 

See Microsofts documentation on MSI properties to learn about all the properties available to Windows Installer 
packages. 
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Proxyport 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL Snow.ini and Includes - 

Proxyport=<proxy port number> 

Used in conjunction with proxy to specify a proxyport if necessary. 

Example 

Proxyport=8080 

See also 

Upload, Download, Proxy 
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Reg 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL Snow.ini and Includes - 

Reg[#]=<path\ filespec> 

Installation of a program will often affect Windows' registry. Changes made here are important. In order for Snow 
to be able to update workstations with registry changes, we use the key word Reg=. 

! ΦǊŜƎ ŦƛƭŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ Ψw9D95L¢ΩΣ Ψw9D95L¢пΩ ƻǊ Ψ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ wŜƎƛǎǘǊȅ 9ŘƛǘƻǊ ±ŜǊǎƛƻƴ рΦллΩ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƭƛƴŜΦ 
REGEDIT files have the format 

HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT\.doc=WordDocument 

While REGEDIT4 and 5 files looks like this 

[HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT\.doc] 

@=WordDocument 

These two examples accomplish the same. 

All .REG files are merged, and therefore can be changed on the run with %functions. All the %functions can be used 
inside the .REG file. 

Syntax 
[#] 

The Reg command can optionally be followed by a sequence number (remember to keep the sequence complete) 
to set up multiple commands. 

<path\ filespec> 

Enter a path and a filename or filespec (using * and ?) to indicate which files should be merged to install this 
application. 

Erasing 

Inside .REG files of type REGEDIT4 that you merge with this command, you can use a hyphen ('-') before values or 
keys to erase the respective key, e.g.: 

REGEDIT4 

[HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\Network\Logon] 

-"PrimaryProvider"= 

-[HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\Network\Novell] 

In these examples, the first one will erase the "PrimaryProvider" value, no matter what value it has (the hyphens 
are optional, but the = is required). 

The second one will erase the key HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\Network\Novell, including all branches and values. 

Example 
Reg=excel\ *.reg 

In advance, we have found all changes made by the installation program in the registry, and stored these in a folder 
under \snow. When Snow carries out the installation of the program, all REG files located in the indicated folder 
will be merged with the existing registry.  

Note 
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Rename 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL Snow.ini and Includes - 

Rename=<filename> <new filename> 

Renames a file.  

 

Syntax 

[#] 

The Rename command can optionally be followed by a sequence number (remember to keep the sequence 
complete) to set up multiple commands. 

 

Example 

Rename=c:\boot.ini c:\boot.bak 

 

See also 

Move 
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Reset 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during STARTUP Snow.ini and Includes - 

wŜǎŜǘώІϐҐғƛƴƛŦƛƭŜҔ ώғώ{ŜŎǘƛƻƴϐҔϐ ғƪŜȅҔ Χ 

This feature allows for easy maintenance of ini-file settings. Instead of using ini-file merge, this command specifies 
ini-file, section or key to be erased. This feature can e.g. be used to create an icon that resets any application from 
the users workstation. 

Syntax 

[#] 

The Reset command can optionally be followed by a sequence number (remember to keep the sequence complete) 
to set up multiple commands. 

<inifile> 

Enter the name of the ini-file where the cleaning-up should be performed. 

[<[section]>] 

Optionally enter a section name (enclosed in [ ]) that identifies the section  

<key...> 

Specify the application code (section name) of the application entry you want to reset. Many entries may be 
specified. 

Example 

Reset=win.ini [Mail]MSMail32 [Mail]OOA 

This example will remove both the MSMail32 and the OOA keywords from the Mail section in win.ini (since a path 
is not specified, the Windows folder will be used).w 
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RestartButtons 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword None 

Timing File Default 

When restarting windows 
due to late copy 

Snow.ini and Includes - 

RestartButtons=<OK>|<CANCEL>|<YES>|<NO> 

Specifies which buttons should appear on the restart warning message when a late copy has been initiated. 

Example  

RestartButtons=OK CANCEL 

This command ensures that when a late copy triggers a restart, the user may choose both to go on (OK) and to stop 
it (CANCEL). 

See also 

RestartError, RestartWarning, Copy 
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RestartError 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword None 

Timing File Default 

Used when restarting due 
to a late copy. 

snow.ini and Includes - 

RestartError=<freetext> 

Specifies a message that will be displayed if a restart fails. 

Default 

RestartError=Windows needs a restart, but this couldn't be carried out. 

Example 

RestartError=Please restart your PC manually! 

See also 

RestartWarning, RestartButtons, Copy 
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RestartWarning 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword None 

Timing File Default 

Used when restarting due 
to late copy 

snow.ini and Includes - 

RestartWarning=<freetext> 

Specifies the message that should be displayed when a late copy has initiated a system restart. 

Default 

RestartError=Windows needs to be restarted. 

Example 

RestartError=Please accept a restart of your PC! 

See also 

RestartError, RestartButtons, Copy 
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Run 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during STARTUP Snow.ini and Includes - 

Run=<filename> [<parameters>] 

Run points to the name and path to the application executables. When Snow starts, the access to this application 
will be checked. In case of missing access to the application, the message "¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ғ!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
name>" will appear on the screen.  

Implicitly, parameters specified on the Snow32.Exe command line (other than the first) will automatically be 
appended to the Run command. 

Syntax 

<filename> 

Enter the file name (in "" if it's a long file name) of the application or document that should be executed. This file is 
also used to verify access to the application. 

[<parameters>] 

Enter optional parameters required by the application. 

Example 

Run=o:\excel\excel.exe 

If the user has access to this file, it will be executed. 

See also 

Alternative, FileCondition 
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Save 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during STARTUP and 
after application 
terminates 

Snow.ini and Includes - 

Save[#]=<inifile> [[<[Section]>] <key>] 

Many INI-files contain user specific information. It is important that this information follows the user and not the 
workstation. Under such circumstances the Save= command should be used. Remember that the keyword 
Savepath= must be indicated, either globally under the snow section, or locally under the application section. 

The ini-files specified in the save command will, before the application starts, be copied from the SavePath to the 
file specified (1st parameter). Any %functions will be evaluated (so you can copy a master to the personal folder). 
When the application terminates, the file will be merged from the specified path to the SavePath. 

This function uses Runner32 to accomplish its work. Runner32.Exe must be present in the same folder as 
Snow32.Exe. 

Syntax 

[#] 

The Reset command can optionally be followed by a sequence number (remember to keep the sequence complete) 
to set up multiple commands. 

<inifile> 

Specify the name of the ini file you wish to save. 

[[<[Section]> <key>] 

Optionally, specify section, and again optionally key, to be saved from the formerly specified ini-file. 

Example 

Save=win.ini [MAIL] 

Snow will copy the section [MAIL] in win.ini to the path indicated in the SavePath= line. This will happen after the 
application has terminated. When the application is restarted, Snow merges the same part of the win.ini file back. 
Save can copy entire .INI files, one section or just one keyword of an INI file. 

See also 

SavePath 
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SavePath 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional, but requires Save 

Timing File Default 

Used during STARTUP and 
after application 
terminates 

Snow.ini and Includes - 

SavePath=<path> 

Snow provides you with the option to store information from your (local) INI files in a central folder. SavePath will 
indicate where the Save command shall store the INI files. It may be advantageous to set up the command globally 
by using this keyword under the [snow] section. The SavePath must point to an existing device (i.e. you can't point 
to a network drive that isn't there!) 

Syntax 

<path> 

Enter a folder on an existing device. The path will be created. 

Example 

SavePath=P:\SYSTEM 

All INI files specified on the Save command will be retrieved from and stored to this path. 

See also 

Save 
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ServiceDir 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional, Options=Service 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL Snow.ini and Includes - 

ServiceDir=<folder> 

Specifies the temporary folder where the Service-parser should store its working files and scripts. Must be on a 
local disk where the LocalSystem account has access. If this keyword is not used, the Service-parser will attempt to 
store its working files in the %TEMP% folder. 

Example 

ServiceDir=c:\ServiceTemp 
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SetupMessage 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL Snow.ini and Includes - 

SetupMessage[#]=<freetext> 

If showing a message to the user when the application is being installed is required, the keyword SetupMessage= 
shall be used. You may use more than one such message. The second message will then be SetupMessage1=, etc. 

Example 

SetupMessage=Please wait, MSOffice is being installed 

See also 

Setup, InstallMessage, InitMessage 
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Setup 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL Snow.ini and Includes - 

Setup[#]=<filename> [<parameters>] 

If you wish to start an application or a DOS routine before the main application - but only each time the version 
number does not agree - the Setup= keyword should be used. 

This command executes an application, and waits for its termination before continuing. 

On the Windows 2000 platform the Setup keyword will wait for multiple processes to finish before carrying on with 
the script. Options=Processtree has to be set for this to work. 

If the path to the setup file is a URL it will download the file to the TEMP folder and run it from there. 

Syntax 

[#] 

The Setup command can optionally be followed by a sequence number (remember to keep the sequence 
complete) to set up multiple commands. 

<filename> 

Enter the filename of the application you want to run. 

[<parameters>] 

Optionally enter parameters for the application. 

Example 

Setup=%WindowsDir()%regedit.exe /s c:\my.reg 

This command will execute the regedit.exe file from the Windows folder and pass "/s c:\my.reg" as parameters. 

See also 

SetupMessage, Init, Load, Options=Processtree 

 

Note 

Setup now (version 3.6) supports execution of an application residing on an ftp or http server. See the paragraph 
called HTTP and FTP Support for further information. 
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Set 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during STARTUP Snow.ini and Includes - 

Set[#]=<envvar>=<value> 

Sets the environment variable <envvar> to <value>. 

In Windows NT you may set any environment variable at any time. Variables set in deep dependencies will be valid 
for all parent sections, but descendants will not see it's parents variables, unless they come later in the # range. 

In Windows 95 the same rules apply. However, since the nature of a 16-bit OS allows for fiddling with the bits, 
there will be some 16-bit Windows and DOS applications that are unable to read the environment variables set by 
Snow. These variables must be set in the AUTOEXEC.BAT file. 

Syntax 

[#] 

The Set command can optionally be followed by a sequence number (remember to keep the sequence complete) 
to set up multiple commands. 

<envvar> 

Specify a new or existing environment variable that you want to change. 

<value> 

Specify a new value for the environment variable. 

Example 

Set=Path=%PATH%;C:\DOS; 

Will append the C:\DOS path to the current path. 

See also 

SendMessage() 
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Shutdown 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during STARTUP snow.ini and Includes - 

Shutdown=<freetext> 

This is a command that may be used if you are temporarily suspending the use of a program. After this command, 
you can write a message saying that the application is not operational. This message will appear on the screen 
when users attempt to start the program. Then the program is automatically terminated. 

A useful side-effect of this keyword is it's ability to block out certain users that actually can see a program, e.g. 

Shutdown=%If(%UserName()%=Administrator,,You can't use this!)% 

This will return blank (i.e. not Shutdown) when the username is Administrator and "You can't use this!" otherwise, 
effectively blocking the users access to this application. 

Example 

Shutdown=This application is not available right now, please try again later! 
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SN 

Module Type Requirements 

All Keyword Required 

Timing File Default 

Always! snow.ini and snowprn.ini - 

SN=<serialnumber> 

Snow is protected by a computer-generated serial number. This serial number contains information about the 
customer's name, number of licenses, version number, and which applications are covered by the license. The 
serial number must be stored under the snow section in snow.ini. 

The SN keyword requires a Company= keyword, with the registered company-name. 

See also 

Company 
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SnowRipPath 

Module Type Requirements 

All Keyword Required 

Timing File Default 

Always! snow.ini  - 

SnowRipPath=<path> 

Path to where Snow.Rip will be created should an error occur, this was previously hard coded to c:\ . 
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StatusMessage 

Module Type Requirements 

All Keyword Required 

Timing File Default 

Always! snow.ini - 

StatusMessage <label> 

Statusmessage is always followed by the progress label name for which it specifies a status message. 

StatusMessage <label>  Default text 

StatusMessage Copy  Copying files 
StatusMessage MergeReg Merging registry 
StatusMessage MergeIni Merging ini file 
StatusMessage Windows  Calling windows 
StatusMessage Estimate Estimating something 
StatusMessage NetTalk  Talking on the net 
StatusMessage Depends  Depends 
StatusMessage Update  Update 
StatusMessage Reading  Reading 
StatusMessage Decompressing Decompressing 
StatusMessage Done  Done 

Modify these to localise the splash screen. 

Example 

[Copyfiles] 

Version=12 

Copy=o:\snow\ files\*.* c:\ files 

{ǘŀǘǳǎƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ /ƻǇȅҐLΩƳ ƴƻǿ ŎƻǇȅƛƴƎ ŀ lot of files... 
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Txt 

Module Type Requirements 

Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Install Snow.ini - 

Txt=<text command file> 

This command is used to edit text files. It consists of a sequence of commands that first search for a string and 
replaces the string depending on the search result. A cursor is maintained, pointing to the current line and position 
(much like edlin). 

The Supported commands are: 

LOAD <filename> 

Loads the specified file into the edit buffer 

SAVE <filename> 

Saves the current edit buffer to the specified file name. 

ONERROR <label> 

Specifies a label to go to if an error occurs (e.g. text not found) 

GOTO <label> 

Go directly to the specified label 

:<label> 

Defines a label for use with the GOTO or ONERROR commands 

FIND <freetext> 

Positions the cursor on the first occurrence of the text, starting from the beginning of the file. Also initializes the 
C_LINE and C_STRING environment variables for use in %functions. C_LINE is the complete line, and C_STRING is 
the found string. 

FINDNEXT [<freetext>] 

Positions the cursor on the next occurrence of the text, starting from the current cursor position. The found text is 
marked as the scope for replacement.  

LINE <number> 

Jumps directly to the specified line or to the end of the file if the line specified is beyond the end of file marker. 

POS <character position> 

Jumps directly to the specified position on the current cursor line, or to the end of the line if the specified position 
is beyond the end of line marker. 

DELETELINE 

Deletes the current line. 

DELETE <characters> 

Deletes the specified number of characters from the current cursor position, limited to the end of line marker. 

INSERTLINE <string> 

Inserts a line of text <string> before the line with the cursor. 

INSERT <string> 
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Inserts the text <string> between the current character and the next one. 

REPLACE <string> 

Replaces the current line with the specified <string>. 

REPLACESTR <string> 

Replaces the current found text with the specified <string>. 

APPEND <string> 

Appends the line <string> to the end of the current edit buffer. 

MESSAGE <text> 

Displays a message to the user. 

NEXTPOS  

Increments the cursor one position to the right on the current line (limited by end of line marker). 

PREVPOS  

Decrements the cursor one position to the left on the current line (limited by start of line marker). 

NEXTLINE  

Increments the cursor one line down in the current edit buffer (limited by end of file marker). 

PREVLINE 

Decrements the cursor one line up in the current edit buffer (limited by start of file marker). 

Example 

LOAD C:\CONFIG.SYS 

ONERROR NOSHELL 

FIND SHELL= 

DELETELINE 

:NOSHELL 

APPEND SHELL=C:\DOS\COMMAND.COM /E:2048 /P 

SAVE C:\CONFIG.SYS 

This example identifies the SHELL= line in CONFIG.SYS if it exists, and deletes it. Then it APPENDS a new SHELL line. 
This line will be appended even if there was no SHELL= line in the original file. 

Note 

Txt now (version 3.6) supports running the text command file from an ftp or http server. See the paragraph called 
HTTP and FTP Support for further information. 
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Update 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL snow.ini and Includes - 

Update[#]=<section> 

Works like Depends, but is executed after installation but before startup. It will be executed even if the version 
ŎƘŜŎƪ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘǊƛƎƎŜǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ 

Syntax 

[#] 

The Update command can optionally be followed by a sequence number (remember to keep the sequence 
complete) to set up multiple commands. 

<section> 

The name of the section that should be executed. 

Example 

Update=Word80PatchA 

Will make sure that the Word80PatchA section is executed right after Word80 is installed. 

See also 

Depends 
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Upload 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL Snow.ini and Includes  

Upload[#]=<local file> <url> 

Upload a file to server. Upload supports both ftp and http. Url must be preceded with ftp:// or http:// 

 Example 

Upload=c:\snow35\snow35.zip http://www.snow.no/attachments 

This command will upload the file called snow35.zip from the a local folder to the Snow website. 

See also 

Download, Proxy, Proxyport 
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UploadDir 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during INSTALL Snow.ini and Includes  

UploadDir[#]=<local file> <url> 

Uploads a folder including sub-folders and files, to an FTP server.  UploadDir supports only ftp. Url must be 
preceded with ftp://. 

 Example 

UploadDir=c:\ tmp ftp://www.snow.no/testsnow/snow 

See also 

Download, Upload 
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User 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used when application 
terminates 

Snow.ini and Includes - 

User=<username> 

This is information on the user, which will be used when logging applications. 

This command depends on LogFile=, Code=. 

Syntax 

<username> 

A free text string, usually the username. 

Example 

User=%Username()% 

This will enter the current Windows profile as the username. 

See also 

LogFile, Code 
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VersionFile 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during STARTUP Snow.ini and Includes - 

VersionFile=<filename> 

This parameter gives you the option to override the location of version information. Usually this information is 
stored in the win.ini, but with VersionFile you can specify another file and location. There is often a need to 
distinguish between the updating of the workstation and the updating of the user's home folder, which is easily 
done by the help of VersionFile=. 

Move the version file to a machine/local folder to make it machine dependent, and to the home folder of the user, 
to make it user dependent. 

Syntax 

<filename> 

Enter the complete filename of the file used to store version information. 

Example 

VersionFile=p:\configuration\version.ini 

This command will ensure that version information is stored in the file version.ini in the p:\configuration folder. 

See also 

Version, Options=RegVersion 
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Version 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Keyword Optional 

Timing File Default 

Used during STARTUP snow.ini and Includes - 

Version=<versiontext> 

When Snow starts an application, the version number will always be checked. The version number is stored when 
Snow installs the application. This information is usually written in the file win.ini, which is stored in the current 
Windows folder. In this file the following will appear: 

name-of-section=version-number 

If Snow finds that the version number in version.ini matches the value in snow.ini, Snow will immediately launch 
the target application, without performing any updating or installation. 

This command can be used together with the command VersionFile=. 

If the text 'FALSE' appears on the version line, it will be interpreted as the whole version is in mismatch. If you for 
example want the existence of a file to trigger installation, you could enter a version-number like this: 

Version=100296 %FileExists(C:\CONFIG.SYS)% 

If no C:\CONFIG.SYS exists, the installation will be triggered, but it will also be triggered if the version is not 100296 
or it has not been installed before. 

See also 

VersionFile 
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[name_of_application] 

Module Type Requirements 

Snow Distribution Section Required 

Timing File Default 

Always snow.ini and Includes - 

The section name is the reference point to Snow. The section name is the same as the one Snow32.exe take as a 
parameter when you start an application. The section name does not distinguish between lower and upper case 
letters and may have up to 253 characters plus square brackets [ ].  

Note 

Use only alphanumeric characters, i.e. A..Z and 0..9.  

Dash (-) and Underscore (_) are also allowed.  

DO NOT USE SPACE. 

All other characters are in use, or are reserved for future use. 
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Function Reference 
The following pages contain the reference guide for the Snow Distribution functions.  

 

Snow Distribution Functions 

The word functions should be read as built-in standard functions that can be used by Snow. These can be fixed 
variables, or they can be functions deriving data. A Snow function is used by replacing an ordinary text string with 
the variable string %function()%. All Snow functions end with (). In some cases, parameters should be placed in 
between the parenthesis.  

All Snow functions can be used in snow.ini, includes and in all INI-, TXT- and REG-files merged by Snow. Below all 
functions are presented in alphabetical order together with a brief description of each function. 
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Abort() 

Module Type Requirements 

All Function None 

Timing File Default 

Parsed All ini and reg files - 

Abort() 

Stops executing at the current point. Terminates Snow instantly. Use in conjunction with logical expressions to 
terminate if necessary. 

Example 

%If(%UserName()%=Administrator,%Abort()%,)% 
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AddTask() 

Module Type Requirements 

All Function None 

Timing File Default 

Parsed All ini and reg files - 

AddTask(<taskname>,<RunCommand> [<parameter>],<startdate> 
<starttime(>,<interval>,[<username>],[<password>]) 

Adds a task to the Windows Task Scheduler. 

Syntax 

<taskname> 

Name of the task to add. 

<RunCommand> 

What to run when the task is executed. 

[<parameter>] 

Optionally specify parameter(s) to the run command. 

<startdate> 

The date the task will be executed the first time. The date must be specified in the format: dd.mm.yyyy 

<starttime> 

When the task will be executed. The start time must be specified in the format: hh:mm 

<interval> 

Interval can be one of the following: 

  /O - Runs the Task once 

  /D - Runs the Task daily 

  /W=<day1> <day2>... - Runs the Task weekly on the weekdays specified. Weekdays can be one or more of these: 

                        su,mo,tu,we,th,fr,sa 

  /M=<month1> <month2>... - Runs the Task monthly in the months specified. Months can be one or more of 
these: 

     jan,feb,mar,apr,may,jun,jul,aug,sep,oct,nov,dec 

  /I=<idle wait time> - Runs the Task when the computer has been idle for the amount of time specified. 

  /L - Runs the Task during Logon  

  /S - Runs the Task during startup 

[<username>] , [<password>] 

Optionally specify username and password if required. 

Example 

setup=%AddTask(snowtask,d:\winnt\notepad.exe,18.04.2001 15:10,/d,snowuser,password)% 

Note 

Requires Internet Explorer 4.0 or later. 
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And() 

Module Type Requirements 

All Function None 

Timing File Default 

Parsed All ini and reg files - 

And(<expression1>,<expression2>[,<expressionn>]) 

Logical ANDs the expressions. 

Syntax 

<expression?> 

Any logical expression that returns TRUE or FALSE 

Example 

FileCondition=%And(%FileExists(c:\config.sys)%,%FileExists(c:\autoexec.bat)%)% 

Enables the application icon in the menu if both files c:\config.sys and c:\autoexec.bat exists. 
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Ansi2Oem() 

Module Type Requirements 

All Function None 

Timing File Default 

Parsed All ini and reg files - 

Ansi2Oem(<ansitext>) 

If you need a translation between the ANSI to OEM character settings, you can use this command. This may be 
particularly useful when you want to store information in Windows that will be read from DOS, e.g. a dos 
environment variable like username.  

Returns 

An ASCII (OEM) string converted from the ANSI string <ansitext>. 

Example 

drink=%Ansi2Oem(øl)% 
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ApCode() 

Module Type Requirements 

All Function None 

Timing File Default 

Used during icon 
generation 

snow.ini - 

ApCode() 

By using this variable, you will always have the correct section name on the application used by Snow. Useful if you 
create template sections, and in conjunction with the Parent keyword. 

Returns 

The application code (everything between the [ ] section). 

Example 

InitMessage=You have selected to start %ApCode()% 
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ApDir() 

Module Type Requirements 

All Function None 

Timing File Default 

Parsed All ini and reg files - 

ApDir() 

This variable will always return to the correct path indication from which Snow is started, including the final \ . 

Returns 

The folder from which Snow32.Exe was launched, including the last \ . 

Example 

Copy=%ApDir()%excel\windows\*.* c:\windows 

Will copy from the excel\windows folder below the snow folder. (Note: This is the default behaviour.) 
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Ask() 

Module Type Requirements 

All Function All parameters required 

Timing File Default 

Parsed All ini and reg files - 

!ǎƪόάvǳŜǎǘƛƻƴέΣƳō···ώΧϐΣƳǘ···ύ 
!ǎƪόά¢ƛǘƭŜέΣέvǳŜǎǘƛƻƴέΣέ5ŜŦŀǳƭǘέΣƳǘvǳŜǎǘƛƻƴύ 

If you need some simple input from the user, you can use Ask(). Ask() holds two options. One is that the user only 
confirms (ex. YES - NO - CANCEL - ABORT etc....), the other is that you present a default choice that the user may 
overwrite if needed. 

The mbXXX constants can be followed by a =section which will be executed when the button is pressed. Otherwise 
the cancel buttons will terminate, and the confirm buttons will continue the installation: 

Cancel buttons confirm buttons 

MbNo MbYes 

MbCancel MbOk 

MbAbort MbRetry 

MbIgnore MbAll 

The mtXXX constants decide what kind of message box will be displayed, mtQuestion is handled separately (se 
separate syntax). mtWarning will display a warning icon (!) in the dialog. mtError will display a error icon (stop-
sign). mtInformation will display a information icon (i) and mtConfirmation will display a confirmation icon (?). 

If you want the user himself to have the opportunity to store a choice, this can be done in the following manner: 

҈!ǎƪόϦ¢ƛǘƭŜέΣϦvǳŜǎǘƛƻƴϦΣέ5ŜŦŀǳƭǘϦΣƳǘvǳŜǎǘƛƻƴύ҈Φ 

In the example above, we envisage the file \snow\excel\excel.ini that will be merged with the INI section in 
snow.ini. 

Example 

¦{9wҐ҈!ǎƪόϦbŀƳŜϦΣέtƭŜŀǎŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƴŀƳŜΚϦΣϦWƻƘƴ 5ƻŜϦΣƳtQuestion)% 

{Ŝǘǎ ǘƘŜ ¦{9w ǾŀǊƛŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜǊ ƻǊ ΨWƻƘƴ 5ƻŜΩ ƛŦ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘΦ 

Depends=%Ask("Do you prefer to run the virus check at this time?",mbYes=Viruscheck, 
mbNo,mtConfirmation)%. 

In the above example "Viruscheck" will be returned, so that the Depends-statement actually becomes 
Depends=Viruscheck. 
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AskPassword() 

Module Type Requirements 

All Function Extfuncs.dll 

Timing File Default 

Parsed All ini and reg files - 

Ask(<"Title">,<"Question">) 

This function displays a dialog box asking the user to type his or her password. The characters are displayed as 
asterixes.  

Returns  

The password in normal text. 

Note  

This function requires that Extfuncs.dll exists in the same folder as Snow32.exe. 
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AskTimeout () 

Module Type Requirements 

All Function Extfuncs.dll 

Timing File Default 

Parsed All ini and reg files - 

AskTimeout("<Title>","<Question>",mbXXX=<result1>,Timeout=<result2>,<timeoutperiod>) 

This function displays a dialog box for user input. This dialog closes after the timeout period and returns the text 
specified in <result2>. <result1> is returned if the user clicks the button within the timeout period.   

Returns  

The text specified in <result2> if the timeout expires.  <result1> is returned if the user clicks the button within the 
timeout period.   
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Calc() 

Module Type Requirements 

All Function None 

Timing File Default 

Parsed All ini and reg files - 

Calc(<expression>) 

Calculates regular expressions, standard arithmetic operators (+-*/), the power operator (^), parentheses and any 
integer or real numbers in floating point or scientific notation. 

In addition, the following mathematics functions are supported: 

abs  frac  round  arctan 
int sin  ln  sqr 
exp pi  sqrt  arccos 
arcsinh arcsin  arcsin  cosh 
arctanh sinh  lnxp1  tan 
tanh log10  cotan  arccosh 
log2 ceil  floor 

!ǎ ŀ ƎǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜΣ ǿŜ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭŎ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ άέ ǿƘŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜΦƎΦ ǘƘŜ tƻǎ ŀƴŘ 
Format functions. This is due to the crash between the decimal and argument separator in certain countries, and 
Snow (who always use , as argument separator). 

Returns 

The result of the calculation, in floating point format. 

Example 

%calc(2-0.5*3)% (=0,5) 
%calc(2^0.5+1.0)% (~2,414) 
%calc((2.0^0.5)^2.0)% (=2) 
%calc(abs(1-2))% (=1) 
%calc(pi*3)%  (~9,425) 
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Case() 

Module Type Requirements 

All Function None 

Timing File Default 

Parsed All ini and reg files - 

/ŀǎŜόғŜȄǇмҔΣғǘǊǳŜǾŀƭǳŜҔΣώғŜȄǇнҔΣғǘǊǳŜǾŀƭǳŜҔΣΧϐΣғŦŀƭǎŜǾŀƭǳŜҔϐ 

This function evaluates one expression by one, and returns the true value of the first expression that evaluates to 
true or the false value if no expressions return true. Use this to increase readability over nested 'if' sentences. 

Syntax 

<expn> 

An expression (same as Compare) that returns TRUE or FALSE 

<truevalue> 

is returned when the corresponding expression is true. 

<falsevalue> 

is returned when no expressions are true. 

Returns 

Either 'true' value or 'false' value depending on the expressions. 

Example 

%Case(%A%=1,AONE,%A%=2,ATWO,%A%=3,ATHREE,AZERO)% 

Depending on the value of A (from 1 to 3) returns either AONE, ATWO or ATHREE, or AZERO if another value. 
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CommonDir() 

Module Type Requirements 

All Function NT, 2000 or XP 

Timing File Default 

Parsed All ini and reg files - 

This function returns the Windows Common Files special folder on NT, 2000 XP operating systems. 

Returns 

The Windows Common Files special folder , including a terminating \ . 

Example 

Copy=o:\snow\Word\Common Files\ *.* %CommonDir()% 

 

Note 

Requires Internet Explorer 5 or higher on Windows NT. 
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Compare() 

Module Type Requirements 

All Function None 

Timing File Default 

Parsed All ini and reg files - 

Compare(<left><op><right>) 

This function compares two or more strings or numbers (real or integer), and returns TRUE or FALSE. 

Syntax 

<left>,<right> 

Strings or numbers (real or integer) 

<op> 

One ƻŦ ΨғΩΣ ΨҔΩ ƻǊ ΨҐΩ ƻǊ ŀ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŜǊŜƻŦ όΨғҔΩΣΩғҐΩΣΩҔҐΩύΦ 

Returns 

TRUE or FALSE 

Example 

Ret=%Compare(5>15) 

Returns Ret=FALSE 



 

 Copyright © 2009 Snow Software AB Page 129 Snow Distribution 5.1 

 

ComputerDomain() 

Module Type Requirements 

All Function None 

Timing File Default 

Parsed All ini and reg files - 

ComputerDomain() 

Returns the domain the computer belongs to.  

Note 

This function requires Windows XP, Windows 2000 Professional, or Windows NT Workstation. 
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ComputerMemberOf() 

Module Type Requirements 

All Function None 

Timing File Default 

Parsed All ini and reg files - 

ComputerMemberOf(<Domain\Group> |<active directory distinguished name>) 

Returns TRUE if the computer is member of the group specified.  

Returns 

TRUE or FALSE 

Note 

This function requires Windows XP, Windows 2000 Professional, or Windows NT Workstation. 
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Computername() 

Module Type Requirements 

All Function None 

Timing File Default 

Parsed All ini and reg files - 

Computername() 

This function provides the corresponding computer name from the Windows 95/Windows NT PC. Ideal to use in 
ini-files or registry where the corresponding computer name is required. 

Remember that in Netware, unique computer names are not mandatory. Use for example the IP function instead 
to acquire a unique identifier for the PC. 

Returns 

String representing the computer name of the logged on PC. 
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ConnectToPrinter () 

Module Type Requirements 

All Function None 

Timing File Default 

Parsed All ini and reg files - 

ConnectToPrinter(<printername>) 

This function connects to the network printer specified in <printername>. Use UNC naming, e.g.   
\ \server\printername 
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Copy() 

Module Type Requirements 

All Function None 

Timing File Default 

Parsed All ini and reg files - 

Copy(<src>,<start>,<len>) 

Copies characters from a string. 

Syntax 

This function copies <len> characters from <src> (that is a string) starting at character position <start>. 

Returns 

The number of characters specified in <len>, starting at <start> from the string <src> 

Example 

%Copy(ABC,2,1)% 

The result is B. 
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CountLines() 

Module Type Requirements 

All Function None 

Timing File Default 

Parsed All ini and reg files - 

CountLines(<INI File>,<Section>) 

Returns the number of lines belonging to a section in an INI file. 
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CSVField() 

Module Type Requirements 

All Function None 

Timing File Default 

Parsed All ini and reg files - 

CSVFieƭŘόІΣŦмώΣŦнΣΧϐύ 

Returns a field from a comma delimited list. 

Syntax 

# 

The field number you want to extract 

f? 

¢ƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘŜȄǘΣ ŀƴȅ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ŀǊƎǳƳŜƴǘǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘΣ ŜƴŎƭƻǎŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳŀǎ ƛƴ ǉǳƻǘŜǎ όάέύΦ 

Returns 

Field number # in the parameter (cƻƳƳŀ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜŘΣ ŦƛŜƭŘ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳŀǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŜƴŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǉǳƻǘŜǎ όάέύύΦ 

Example 

Snow=%CSVField(5,Snow,is,cold,but,cool)% 

Returns Snow=cool 
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Date() 

Module Type Requirements 

All Function None 

Timing File Default 

Parsed snow.ini - 

Date() 

This parameter will provide you with the date. 

Returns 

The current date, in the Windows 'SHORTDATE' format (country dependent). 

όaƛƭƭŜƴƴƛǳƳ ƴƻǘƛŎŜΥ ¢ƻ ōŜ ¸нY ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴǘΣ ²ƛƴŘƻǿǎΩ {Ihw¢5!¢9 ŦƻǊƳŀǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ п ŘƛƎƛǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ {ƴƻǿ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ 
whatever date format Windows has been set to.)  

Example  

InitMessage=Today is %Date()%. 
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Day() 

Module Type Requirements 

All Function None 

Timing File Default 

Parsed All ini and reg files - 

Day() 

This parameter will provide you with the day of the week.  (Monday=1, Tuesday=2 etc.). 

Returns 

A string with the number of the day. 

Example 

InitMessage=Today is the %Day()%.day of the week. 



 

 Copyright © 2009 Snow Software AB Page 138 Snow Distribution 5.1 

 

DefaultPrinter() 

Module Type Requirements 

All Function None 

Timing File Default 

Parsed All ini and reg files - 

DefaultPrinter(<printername>) 

This function sets the Printer specified as the default printer. 

 

Note 

This function is supported on Windows NT and Windows 2000 only. 
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DeviceExists() 

Module Type Requirements 

All Function None 

Timing File Default 

Parsed All ini and reg files - 

DeviceExists(<drive>) 

The function checks if the specified device exists. 

Syntax 

<drive>: 

The letter (A-½ύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǾŜǊƛŦȅ ƛŦ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ŀ άΥέ 

Returns 

TRUE if the device exists otherwise returns FALSE. 

Notice that the function will verify validity (i.e. check if a root folder exist) of the media in the device, a CD, floppy, 
or similar, is therefore required to return TRUE. To verify whether the device itself really exists, check the 
DeviceList function. 

Example 

Copy=q:\ files\*.* %If(%DeviceExists(D:)%,d:\ files,c:\ files)% 

This example will copy the files from q: to d: if the d-drive exists, otherwise to c:  
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DeviceList() 

Module Type Requirements 

All Function None 

Timing File Default 

Parsed All ini and reg files - 

DeviceList([comma]) 

The function returƴǎ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŦƭƻǇǇƛŜǎΣ /5κ5±5ΩǎΣ ƘŀǊŘ-disks, and so 
on. Can be used in conjunction with the In command to check for device existence, as opposed to device 
availability (which requires e.g. a floppy or CD in the drive to return true). 

Syntax 

[comma] 

Optionally specify COMMA to return the list comma separated; otherwise, the list is separated by spaces. 

Returns 

A string list of devices. 

Example 

%DeviceList()% 

wŜǘǳǊƴǎ όŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜύ Ψ! / 5 9 C w ·ΩΦ 
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DirectoryExists() 

Module Type Requirements 

All Function None 

Timing File Default 

Parsed All ini and reg files - 

DirectoryExists(<folder>) 

The function checks if the specified folder exists. 

Returns 

TRUE if the folder exists, otherwise returns FALSE. 

Example 

Copy=q:\ files\*.* %If(%DirectoryExists(D:\ files)%,d:\ files,c:\ files)% 

This example will copy the files from q: to d:\ files if the folder exists, otherwise to c:\ files.  
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DirectoryInfo() 

Module Type Requirements 

All Function None 

Timing File Default 

Parsed All ini and reg files - 

DirectoryInfo(<Dir>,B|KB|MB|GB,[TOPONLY]) or 
DirectoryInfo(<Dir>,FILES|FOLDERS|ALL,[TOPONLY]) 

 

The function returns the size in bytes, kilobytes, megabytes or gigabytes of a directory. Or, it returns the number of 
files, folders or both in a directory.  




